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Discovering Engih at STPS

There’s no doubt that Education through fun and exposure stimulates students’ learning motivation and
enthusiasm.

To ensure the effectiveness of English learning in our school, a new textbook has been adopted in P.1, P.4-P.6
this year which provides a systematic and comprehensible approach in teaching related language skills and
grammar knowledge.

Different programmes such as the P.1-P.3 PLP-R/W, the P.4-P.6 Reading Bees and the Poetry Teaching in KS2
have been continued to develop students’ competence in using the four language skills. These programmes can
also foster students’ creativity and give an opportunity for students to have fun while learning.

Besides, we encourage students to take part in outside competitions such as the Hong Kong Schools Speech
Festival (solo-verse speaking and choral speaking), PTU Penmanship Competition, 4-23 World Book Day, the 11"
Tai Po Sam Yuk Secondary School English Writing Contest 2016 and ‘the Poems for Primary Schools’ held by the
SCOLAR, to broaden their learning experiences beyond the classroom.

Additionally, we provide a language-rich environment for our students to further arouse and foster their interest
in learning English. We plan and design different English learning activities throughout the year like ‘I can speak
well scheme’, Monday Morning Assembly, Wednesday Morning Assembly and English Room activities. Such an
arrangement can further cater to the needs of students with different learning abilities.

Highlights of the year:

The new textbook adoption:

Pearson Longman: Longman Elect recommended by our New English Textbook Selection Committee was
chosen as the new textbook for Primary 1, 4, 5 and 6 students in this academic year.

This textbook is focused on every single language skill: listening, speaking, reading and writing. The materials
are complete, clear and have well-defined objectives which the whole class can easily understand. There are
various kinds of exercises and activities. Students can learn comprehension based exercises, vocabulary exercises,
grammar based exercises, language work, activities, phonics and writing. Every exercise/practice encourages
students to think critically. There is a balanced coverage of cognitive skills of all levels

Teachers believe that the language of the textbook is authentic, i.e. like real-life English. In the textbook,
vocabulary and grammar are used very interactively. Each and every lesson teaches students some important and
useful vocabulary and grammar. In the book new vocabulary is given at the students’ level. Some difficult words are
repeated in future units for consolidation purposes. Moreover, the strategies and activities on learning, teaching and
assessment allow flexible use to cater for students’ abilities and learning styles.

With the teaching resources sent by the publisher, teachers of the new textbook levels co-planned and
evaluated the lessons, discussed and chose suitable resources, including the worksheets, flash cards and teaching
aids during the monthly co-planning meetings.. They took turns to write the lesson plans for every chapter and
amended all the worksheets which were suitable for the pupils

In the past few months, we found that our students have adapted to the use of the new textbook. It not only
could foster the students’ independent learning but also help build a basic foundation in English. Students learnt
more vocabulary and grammar knowledge from the book through different task based activities. They could use
what they have learnt and apply it to their writing. They were more confident to use English to communicate with
their peers in lessons. Under these circumstances, we are looking forward to seeing the students’ bright progress in
the future!

Teachers’ sharing:
By Tsoi Yuen Mei

In the last year, our school planned and prepared to use a new English textbook to provide a better quality of
learning opportunities for our students.

As we know that a good choice of language textbook plays a crucial role in students’ success or failure in
learning, our principal and all the English teachers reviewed different publishers and aimed to choose the most
suitable textbook for our students. After several months of discussions and consideration, we came to a decision
that all the teachers considered this new textbook to be compatible with the socio-economic context of our school. It
contains fun elements, clear instructions, good activities which can motivate students to talk. And last but not least;
the grammar and the sentences structures are reviewed implicitly throughout the book. So we decided to use this
new textbook.

Here is some feedback from 4A students.

“I'like the role-play in Chapter 4, it is interesting.”

“We have many activities and they are fun.”

“The stories are meaningful and attractive.”



By Ma Yuen Yee, Carly

As an English teacher in St Timothy’s Primary School for nearly ten years, | have seen numerous changes in
our English programs. The new textbook adopted this year has dramatically improved the learning atmosphere
among children.

The new textbook follows the aims and objectives in the Curriculum Guide. It offers balanced coverage of the
learning targets, language items, language skills and generic skills with appropriate learning activities. There are
many different games that arouse pupils’ interest. The introduction of different text types enables pupils to learn
more about the usage of the English language. Compared to the old textbook, the new textbook is more interesting
and suitable for our pupils.

Moreover, the content has been closely kept to the daily life which children are familiar with in the topics.
Wherever appropriate, well-designed activities have been added in the lessons to enhance learning effectiveness.
In conclusion, the changing of our textbook has increased the learning motivation of pupils.

By Cheung Fung Man
Our school English curriculum has turned over a new leaf. This year Primary 1 students started to use a new
textbook, Primary Longman Elect. Students gain a lot of advantages from using this textbook. First of all, the
textbook covers more extensive learning contents such as 'Getting Started' which creates a welcoming introduction
for beginners to the study of English. Moreover, the textbook states the '"Vocabulary' and the 'Language Focus'
clearly in each chapter so students can understand the studying focus more easily. Furthermore, the textbook
involves more practice by conducting enjoyable activities that consolidate what students have learnt with a fun
atmosphere. In a word, the use of this new textbook enhances students' learning efficiency.

Primary Literacy Programme Reading and Writing (P.1 - P.3)

The Primary Literacy Programme — Reading and Writing (PLP-RW) is implemented in KS1 this year. It is
the fourth year we have used the Programme, as we found that this 3-year programme designed by the Native-
speaking English Teacher (NET) Scheme helps improving the literacy levels of students through reading and
writing. It supports a language-rich environment inside the classroom and helps pupils to learn English in an
engaging and authentic manner. Students enjoy various interesting reading activities through shared reading
and guided reading. At the same time, they can also practice various writing skills through well-designed writing
activities such as shared writing, small group writing and individual writing.

Enjoyment is the key to learning at an early stage. In the PLP-R/W classroom, Our NET co-teaches with the
local teachers. Students get involved quickly in hands-on-tasks and interactive activities. We utilize phonics, songs
and games to motivate students to actively participate in every lesson so that they can gain the reading and writing
skills through the well-designed activities. It helps develop their confidence and capability to use English.

From our lesson observations, the P.1-P.3 students enjoy the various interesting activities and their language
acquisition has been enhanced while they are immersed in the literacy programme.

PLP-R/W lessons——Our wonderful moments of learning!
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Poetry teaching in KS2

To provide a platform for our students to read and appreciate poetry, the poetry teaching is continued in
KS2 this year. It enables the students to explore the beauty, sound, rhythm, and depth of individual words,
and gives them a hint of the broad range of language. Students can have fun and express their feelings
and opinions through the lessons. All poetry lessons are taught by our two NET teachers, Mr. Kris and Miss
Suemana.

Mr. Shane, our NET from the EDB, is the conductor of the Programme. He designs the lesson plans and
prepares the teaching resources for the Programme.

During the lessons, students are encouraged to learn making quality poetry. They use poetic devices such
as rhyme, rhythm, meter, similes, metaphors, alliteration and so on to write five poems each term. Positive
feedback was seen as most students could create their poems and use different expressions to read aloud their
poems in front of their classmates.

NET teacher (ELTA) Mr. Kris taught us how to read a poem expressively.
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The P.4 - P.6 Reading Bees Programme

Owing to the fact that developing good reading habits can help promote students’ language skills as well as

improve their knowledge acquisition, the Reading Bees Programme has been carried on in P.4-P.6.
The programme is divided into two parts. The first part is the teachers’ recommendation; the second part is the
English library lessons. During the Tuesday morning reading time, teachers take turns to share a book with
the students, while at the same time, reading strategies are taught to them. The books in the programme are
accessible to various classes so that appropriate material is available for both able and less able children.

In the English library lessons, students have opportunities to read English story books. With the help of
teachers’ guidance, they can apply the reading strategies to their reading. Compared to the years before, our
children love reading English story books more and more. They are eager to borrow the English story books and
the reading atmosphere is rising in our school!

Reading Bees Programme: Let’s learn how to read interesting storybooks together!

T R
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Activities at the English Room:

The English Room in the New Building and Old Building were opened in October. At recess, pupils from
the two buildings could join the activities conducted by the English teachers and the NET teacher in the
English Room. They take turns to come and play games that are related to units they study during the school
year, so the games can help them to revise what they have learned in a fun way. They have finished three
activities for the first term.

Go to the English Room at recess and we can have good fun!
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‘Il can speak well’ Scheme:

This monthly speaking activity is held
in the school hall during recess on Friday.
Students talk with the English teachers
and the student helpers based on one
topic they have learnt in the textbook.
Through participating in the activities,
students can build up their confidence in
English speaking.

| can speak well Scheme: Join us!
You can speak well like Mr. Shane!

A message from our NET Mr Shane

A big “Hello” to all the parents, students and teachers of St. Timothy’s Primary School.

It's been another challenging year so far, but also a very rewarding one. My focus has been on consolidating
the PLPR-W program in KS1, as we completed its implementation last year in P3.

PLPR-W is a very interactive and diverse program that enables students to learn using a variety of methods,
and exposes them to a large number of different text types. They learn through shared reading and writing and
in P2 and P3, guided reading and writing. They are exposed to a wide range of activities that always keep their
learning fresh and interesting. The students always really enjoy coming to the English room for their weekly
lessons.

| really love teaching this program, and get great satisfaction from the students’ engagement, responses and
development. It is also very rewarding to work so closely with my co-teachers and for us to develop together as
educators.

To watch the children grow as learners and as people from year to year is a true joy, and something | feel
very lucky to be a part of.

| look forward to the rest of the year and will continue to strive to provide the very best English lessons | can!

 —
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